
Scenario 1 - Current use of farrowing crates in pig production

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 5 Comments

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

60 40 80 60 40 80

Generally sows offered sufficient feed to ensure good milk production.  Sows fed a number of 
discrete meals per day typically, and although no competition and they may be fed to 
appetite, they may feel feed restricted.  Lack of choice of food for sows.  Piglets may not all 
get sufficient access to milk and therefore suffer from hunger - exacerbated by large litter 
sizes and if sow is older with fewer functional teats.  

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 60 40 80 60 40 80

Sow should have free access to water.  Piglets aren't required to have access to water until 2 
weeks - presumably provided continously in farrowing crates however.  Insuffient access to 
milk (due to competition, increased litter size, reduced functional teats) or water could lead to 
dehydration in piglets.  This may be exacerbated by digestive conditions.

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.

25 10 40 25 10 40

For sows - hard floors, potentially soiled and wet.  They can adopt lateral recumbancy but very 
constrained in terms of contact with bars of crate, likely not as willing to change posture as 
readily.  More comfort possibly provided for piglets in creep area, where sometimes 
bedding/heated pads provided.

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

50 20 60 50 20 60

Heat stress can be a problem in lactating sows if room temperature too high as lactation 
associated with heat production and there is insufficient space to properly thermoregulate.  
Piglets typically have access to heat source in creep area, and can huddle together when lying 
to avoid cold stress.

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 10 0 15 10 0 15 Sow cannot move freely.  Piglets are also restricted from moving freely (but less so).

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

50 40 60 50 40 60

Quite a high level of shoulder ulcers on sows from farrowing crates, particularly if they have 
low body condition and hard floor.  Injuries to sows associated with bars of crate, with poorly 
maintained floors, and from piglets also possible.  Piglets also show foot and skin lesions and 
may sustain crushing and savaging injuries.

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 60 40 80 60 40 80

Post partum disgalactia syndrome (with mastitis and metritis) adversely affects sow and 
piglet health, presumably effects are exacerbated with larger litter sizes.  Pre-weaning 
mortality rates are relatively high in piglets, some linked to disease issues.  

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

50 30 70 50 30 70

Pain presumably associated with prolonged lying on a hard floor and inability to escape 
piglets.  Presumably lack of freedom to change posture easily when  farrowing is also 
associated with pain for sows, and prolonged lack of locomotory behaviour likely to be 
associated with joint pain.  Piglets typically subjected to painful procedures but not unique to 
this system.

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 10 0 20 10 0 20

Some interaction with piglets possible but normal maternal behaviours (including interacting 
freely with piglets, nest building, leaving the nest for defecation/urination) not possible.  
Ability for sows to socialise with other sows also not possible.  Piglets cannot socialise with 
other litters.

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 10 0 20 10 0 20

Ability to perform meaningful exploratory and foraging behaviour is severely restriced by lack 
of space and appropriate substrates, particularly for the sow. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

20 0 40 20 0 40

Handling of sow and piglets likely to be restricted to management tasks (e.g. injecting, tooth 
clipping, assisting with farrowing), and therefore quite minimal.  Good animal-human 
relationship likely to be particularly important when animal cannot avoid the handler.

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

Scenario 2 - Free farrowing

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 5 Comments

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing. 60 40 80 60 40 80

Evidence suggests colostrum production better in free-farrowing systems but depending on 
design, it may be more difficult for some piglets to get sufficient access to teats.   

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 60 40 80 60 40 80 Simlar issues with regard to piglet access to liquid as with other systems.  

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
60 40 80 25 10 40

For sows - comfort should be improved by greater freedom in choice of lying area and in 
posture changes, but flooring may still be hard.  Cleanliness of lying area likely dependent on 
pen design.  More comfort possibly provided for piglets in creep area.

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

65 40 80 50 20 60
Thermal comfort should be improved in sows through having a slightly better ability to 
perform thermoregulatory behaviours. 

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 40 0 25 10 0 15 Sows should be able to perform lsome ocomotory behaviour in these systems. They are not 
likely to be able to perform the level of locomotion they would like, however, particularly 
during nest building, or leave the piglets. Piglets have greater ability to move freely in these 
systems.

6
Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.). 50 40 60 50 40 60 No substantial evidence of major differences in injury level. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 60 40 80 60 40 80 No strong evidence to suggest significant difference to other systems. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 70 50 80 50 30 70

Presumably  better ability to change posture, perform more locomotory behaviour and escape 
piglets associated with less pain.  Piglets typically subjected to painful procedures but not 
unique to this system.

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 50 40 70 10 0 20

Normal maternal behaviours more possible in this system (including nest building if suitable 
substrates provided, and interacting with piglets).  Leaving the piglets will likely not be 
possible, and no ability of sows or piglets to socialise with other sows/litters. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 50 40 70 10 0 20

Ability to perform meaningful exploratory and foraging behaviour is better but will very much 
depend on the system, e.g. level of substrate provided. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships. 40 20 60 20 0 40

Handling of sow and piglets likely to be restricted to management tasks (e.g. injecting, tooth 
clipping, assisting with farrowing), and therefore quite minimal.  Perhaps easier to foster 
good animal human relations when sows not so restricted. 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

Scenario 3 - Temporary use of farrowing crates

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 5 Comments

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

60 40 80 60 40 80
No strong evidence of significant differences to conventional crates in relation to provision 
and access to food. 

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

60 40 80 60 40 80
No strong evidence of significant differences to conventional crates in relation to provision 
and access to water. 

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
40 20 60 40 20 60

For sows - comfort should be improved when out of crate by greater freedom to change 
posture, and lack of contact with bars but flooring may still be hard.  Cleanliness of lying area 
likely dependent on pen design.  More comfort possibly provided for piglets in creep area.

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

60 40 80 60 40 80

Heat stress problems might be reduced by a slightly better ability to perform 
thermoregulatory behaviours.  Piglets typically have access to heat source in creep area, and 
can huddle together when lying to avoid cold stress.

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 15 0 25 15 0 25 Sow can turn around but does not have space to move freely.  Piglets are also restricted from 
moving freely (but less so).

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

50 40 60 50 40 60 No evidence of substantial differences in injury levels compared to conventional crates. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 60 40 80 60 40 80 No evidence of substantial differences relative to conventional crates. 

8
Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 55 40 70 55 40 70

Presumably slightly better ability to change posture and escape piglets associated with less 
pain, but still unable to perform normal movement (which may contribute to joint pain).  
Piglets typically subjected to painful procedures but not unique to this system.

9
Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 20 10 30 20 10 30

Normal maternal behaviours (including nest building, leaving the nest for 
defecation/urination) still severely restricted, but better ability to interact with piglets 
following release from crate.  Ability for sows to socialise with other sows not possible.  
Piglets cannot socialise with other litters.

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 20 10 30 20 10 30

Ability to perform meaningful exploratory and foraging behaviour is better but severely 
restriced by lack of space and appropriate substrates, particularly for the sow. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

20 0 40 20 0 40

Handling of sow and piglets likely to be restricted to management tasks (e.g. injecting, tooth 
clipping, assisting with farrowing), and therefore quite minimal.  Perhaps easier to foster 
good animal human relations with sow when not so restricted. 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.
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